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Do you know what the easiest part about digital photography is? The photography itself. Do you know what the hardest part is? For 
many it’s not Photoshop, it’s not figuring out the menus on digital cameras, it’s not even color management. The hardest part is 
managing all those digital files.

For me, managing my digital images has created somewhat of a roadblock to my productivity. I know how to optimize my images for 
many end uses. I know how to get great looking prints, and I’m good at using my digital camera. But naming, managing, backing up, 
finding and using all those images? If there is one least efficient way of doing all that I’ve probably already tried it.

Digital Asset Management (DAM) is the latest buzzword in a field that seems to be nothing but buzzwords. From the moment you 
bring your images in to the computer, you’re in the realm of Digital Asset Management.

In a way, Digital Asset Management is a lot like Photoshop or even photography itself: there’s no one right way to do it. Much of it is 
personal preference and what methods make sense to you. And like Photoshop and photography, there’s a lot of information to help 
guide you.

During the time I’ve been struggling with this issue, I’ve discovered some great resources. In the interest of saving someone else all 
that web surfing time, I’ve compiled a short list of some of the more useful resources I’ve come across.

For starters, I’d like to recommend a couple of books that have been of great help. The first one is The DAM Book by Peter Krogh. 
This book is by a photographer and written for photographers. Though it’s written from the point of view of an assignment/editorial 
photographer, Krogh’s advice and solutions are applicable to the outdoor and nature photographer. The other book is Real World 
Camera Raw for Adobe Photoshop CS2 by Bruce Fraser. It’s one of the best references around for using Camera Raw. Though 
Digital Asset Management is not the main subject of this book, it does have entire chapters about workflow, metadata, and 
automation.

To get you started in your DAM life, here are a few websites to help with those first wobbly steps:

●     www.thedambook.com - This site by Peter Krogh supports The DAM Book. Here you’ll find more useful links as well as 
access to his excellent forum. 

●     www.controlledvocabulary.com - Created by David Riecks, this is another good source for all sorts of DAM information. You 
can also purchase his keyword catalog from this site. 

●     The Portfolio FAQ - A great resource for users of Extensis Portfolio. 

Web Forums

Web forums like this one are great places for getting quick answers. And if you’re in the right forum, you’ll get your answers even 
quicker. It just makes sense to ask questions about Adobe Bridge in a forum dedicated to Bridge, doesn’t it? Below are a few 
forums I’ve found to be invaluable.

●     Adobe Forums - Including forums on DNG, Camera Raw, Bridge, etc. Probably the best first place to go with your 
Photoshop, Bridge, DNG, and Camera Raw questions. 

●     The DAM Book Forum - A great place to go for questions about workflow, Bridge, DNG, applications, software issues, etc. 
●     Portfolio FAQ User to User Forum - This independent forum is not provided by Extensis, but it contains lots of great info 

from many very helpful people. 
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●     Iview Media Pro Forum - Provided by Iview-Multimedia. 

Software Utilities

Downloader Pro for moving images from card or camera to computer. This utility includes a powerful automatic file naming feature 
capable of extracting information from the image file itself. Also has the ability to segregate images by date, job, camera, ISO, etc. A 
fantastic utility, highly recommended. Windows only. From Breeze Systems.

Breezebrowser Pro. Also from Breeze Systems. The latest version can even accommodate a keyword catalog to streamline your 
key wording. It also quickly performs lossless JPEG rotation. Though more of a browser rather than a DAM application, it’s still 
worth having. As with Downloader Pro, Breezebrowser has a very powerful file naming utility. It also has a robust web gallery 
generator; some of the templates are even designed for e-commerce.

Image Info Toolkit for editing IPTC data, though I use it only for generating keywords. This handy utility will generate keywords, 
including synonyms, from a keyword catalog (that must be purchased separately). You can also build your own keyword catalog 
that employs your own controlled vocabulary. A keyword catalog is also available for purchase at the Controlled Vocabulary website 
(see below). Image Info Toolkit: www.picturefinder.com.

David Riecks had a great movie that shows you how to use IIT with Photoshop CS to add keywords to an image: 
http://www.controlledvocabulary.com/imagedatabases/sampleqt.html.

Regular backups are an important part to any workflow. I’ve been using Genie Backup Pro for several months now and am very 
happy with it. I have a number of backup jobs I run, some are for images, some are for business documents, some are for articles 
and teaching material. Genie Backup Pro gives you plenty of choices as to what kind of back up you want to do (Full backup, 
incremental, differential, and mirror). You can also schedule backups for whenever you like. Restoration is a breeze too.

During this whole painful process of developing my own DAM practices, I’ve actually used several different file naming schemes. 
Every time I come up with something “better”, I end up needing to change the file names of older images. This could have been a 
real pain if I’d simply renamed files in Windows. Instead I looked for a flexible file renaming utility. One I found that I really like is 
NameWiz by Softbyte Labs. NameWiz lets me delete, insert, or replace from anywhere within the file name. It can also generate file 
names and a whole lot more.

There’s a lot to learn in this realm of efficiently managing your pictures and it can easily overwhelm you. The resources listed above 
can go a long way towards simplifying that process.
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